The authors of this book clearly state that its purpose is to extend the skills of paediatric intensive care specialists into the community and that it is directed predominantly at physicians who are less familiar with managing critically ill and injured children.
The book achieves these goals by taking a practical and pragmatic approach to the management of common problems encountered in the PICU. In doing so, it avoids academic discussion on contentious issues and will therefore prove less satisfying as a text for those specializing in the area. Consistent with its proscriptive style, individual points are not referenced although each chapter is supported by a list of recommended reading, much of which is annotated as guidance for the reader.
Key points are summarized after particularly important topics and at the end of most chapters. Common errors are also listed. These features serve to reinforce the educational value of each chapter.
The book contains many excellent tables, lists and algorithms and many of these will also prove useful to specialists and teachers in this area. It also commences with a list of abbreviations (which reduces the need for repetition in each chapter) and finishes with a well compiled series of appendices covering drug dosages, drug infusion regimens, reference data and formulae. The book contains very few diagrams or illustrations; more of these could have been employed to depict techniques and avoid the need for wordy descriptions.
The book can be criticized on a couple of grounds. At times it strays from its stated objectives by providing very detailed information on areas that are clearly the sole domain of the tertiary PICU. The chapters on perioperative management of post cardiac surgical patients and extracorporeal life support, although excellent, fall into this category. The latter provides detailed, but unnecessary, information on troubleshooting for a patient on extracorporeal life support! There are also areas of repetition which could have been avoided. Some of these have occurred as a result of the decision to separate organ system failure from organ system diseases. For example, there are areas of overlap between Coma (chapter 2.4) and Trauma: Cranial, Spinal and Multiple (chapter 2.6); and Trauma of Individual Systems (chapter 4.4); and Acute Renal Failure and Fluid and Electrolyte Disturbances (chapters 2.10 and 3.5). Fortunately, despite different authors in some instances, the educational messages are consistent. The management of diabetic ketoacidosis is dealt with in detail in the chapter on Endocrine Emergencies (chapter 3.4) and is also included in the Appendix (chapter 7.3). These criticisms are of an organizational nature and are relatively minor, and could be resolved in a subsequent edition.
This book fills an important niche and has the potential to contribute to improved care of critically ill and injured children in a number of different environments. As such, it is strongly recommended for all of those who are involved in this rewarding area.
A This volume, the third in a series produced by the Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology, contains the autobiographical memoirs of five senior anaesthetists. Although the names of Feldman, Parsloe, Siker, Steinhaus and Winter will vary in familiarity to Australian specialists, the experiences recorded of these achievers are of undoubted value. Descriptions of how these five were attracted to anaesthesia, at times through basic sciences, physiology and pharmacology, are interesting to read, a series of opportunities being presented and taken. Clinical lives are revealed, coupled with some personal insights into family, vacations, sailing and other recreational activities. Australian anaesthetists are familiar with overseas post-graduate training, less so with the frequent moves between Departments within the United States.
